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total Federal debt from $10.6 trillion to 
over $17 trillion. One has to wonder 
what then-Senator Obama would have 
to say about President Obama. 

He has continually called for raising 
the debt ceiling during his Presidency 
without implementing any of the nec-
essary reforms needed to get our Fed-
eral spending under control. 

My focus has always been on working 
with anyone who is willing to find a 
real, long-term solution to Washing-
ton’s spending addiction. This resolu-
tion shows the House is ready to start 
talking across party lines about how to 
fix our debt problems now, not at the 
next deadline. 

Late last year, CNN reported that 
‘‘the United States spends about 71 
cents of every Federal tax dollar it col-
lects on what is called the Big 4—Medi-
care, Medicaid, Social Security, and in-
terest on the debt.’’ 

If nothing is done, in just 13 years the 
Big 4 could eat up every penny of tax 
revenue collected by the Federal Gov-
ernment, leaving nothing to pay for 
the discretionary spending that we 
like. That includes spending on de-
fense, veterans benefits, education, 
roads, national parks, museums, med-
ical research, food safety and air traf-
fic control, to name a few. 

CNN further said that ‘‘by 2040, more 
than half of all Federal tax revenue 
would be eaten up by interest pay-
ments on the debt alone.’’ 

In 2006, then-Senator Obama said 
those ‘‘interest payments are a signifi-
cant tax on all Americans, a debt tax 
that Washington doesn’t want to talk 
about.’’ 

But let’s be clear: House Republicans 
in Congress, and the voters who put us 
here, are the only reason—the only rea-
son—anyone in August of 2011 talked 
about the debt problem and reached a 
debt deal. Otherwise, the President 
would have simply had the debt ceiling 
raised, and there would have been 
nothing done structurally. 

And we are the only reason why we 
talk about it now. Otherwise, it would 
be a clean debt ceiling increase with no 
strings attached. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important resolution 
and getting our excessive spending 
under control. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of our time, and I 
will speak very briefly because the 
message here is so clear, that those 
who vote for this bill are saying they 
are willing to use the threat of default 
once again, and we shouldn’t be doing 
this. 

I don’t think the Nation believed 
that this government and its programs 
would be shut down; but it turned out, 
because of the way the Republicans 
handled it, this government was shut 
down, and programs were very much 
undercut that were needed by the peo-
ple of this country. 

We came within a flicker of default. 
The consequences of playing with that 
were very, very substantial. 

So now, once again, the Republicans 
bring up a bill, and whatever the rea-
son is, are giving people a chance, once 
again, to say that playing with default 
is a legitimate method of operation. 
You shouldn’t do this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
in closing, I would just like to reiterate 
five key points: 

One, our current national debt ex-
ceeds $17 trillion, an amount that is 
greater than our annual GDP, the size 
of our economy. 

Two, while I and so many others in 
my party agree with many of my col-
leagues across the aisle that risking 
default is irresponsible, it is just as ir-
responsible to ignore why our debt is so 
darn high and what it means for the fu-
ture of our country. 

Three, we can and must work across 
partisan lines to avoid default in con-
junction with a debt ceiling vote or a 
default related to a continued failure 
to address the largest drivers of our 
debt; and we must begin that work 
now, not at the last minute, or the 
next self-imposed fiscal deadline. 

Four, those who have served here for 
decades have known for decades that 
our population was growing older, that 
health care costs were rising, and that 
our long-term fiscal trajectory was 
unsustainable; but nothing has hap-
pened. 

Five, this recognition that Wash-
ington continually misses opportuni-
ties to put our country on a path to fis-
cal health ought to be something on 
which we can all agree. 

I urge all my colleagues who want to 
see our country address our long-term 
challenges before it is too late to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this resolution of disapproval. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOYCE). All time for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the statute, the previous 
question is ordered. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and 
was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the joint 
resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF OAIL 
ANDREW ‘‘BUM’’ PHILLIPS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in 
about 2 hours today, in Houston, at the 
Lakewood Church, we in Houston will 
honor the famed, the humble, and the 
especially loved Oail Andrew ‘‘Bum’’ 
Phillips, our favorite coach, Coach 
Bum Phillips of the Houston Oilers, our 
friend, my friend. 

We lost Coach Phillips October 18, 
2013, at his home, his ranch in Texas. I 
offer to his wife, his son and daughters 
and grandchildren and great-grand-
children my deepest sympathy. 

But I know, as he is honored this 
evening, there will be a celebration of 
his life; for Bum Phillips was the kind 
of character-building leader that led 
young men into the most winningest 
franchise of the then-Houston Oilers. 
He did it because he had a champion-
ship spirit, and he had the ability to 
add quips to anything that you would 
ask him. 

When asked one time about Earl 
Campbell, he said, ‘‘What kind of class 
is Earl Campbell in? He may not be in 
a class all by himself, but it doesn’t 
take long to call the roll.’’ 

When asked about the Dallas Cow-
boys as America’s team, Bum said, 
‘‘The Dallas Cowboys may be Amer-
ica’s team, but the Houston Oilers are 
Texas’ team.’’ 

Tonight I know there will be many 
who will celebrate his life and the serv-
ice he gave. 

I want to thank Mike Barber for or-
ganizing this great effort. I will miss 
being there, but Bum, I want to thank 
you. Coach Bum Phillips, I want to 
thank you for the joy you brought to 
Houston, the excitement of the team, 
the spirit of winning and losing, the 
fairness and the balance that you 
added to those young men that were 
under your tutelage. 

You went on to coach the New Orle-
ans Saints, but you will always be spe-
cial in our hearts, and I hope this body 
will offer a moment of silence for our 
dear friend, the Nation’s friend, Texas’ 
friend, Coach Bum Phillips. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allow-
ing this tribute on the floor to this 
great American, Coach Bum Phillips. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 1-YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF SUPERSTORM 
SANDY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. TONKO) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, on this 
evening of October 29, we commemo-
rate the 1-year anniversary of 
Superstorm Sandy, which devastated 
the east coast. Many are still recov-
ering from that tragic storm, and it 
certainly was a major force to be reck-
oned with. 

That force of nature was, at one 
point, nearly 1,000 miles wide over the 
ocean front, and when it landed in 
southern Jersey, it was nearly 900 
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